SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE GIRL

the 'good' father.1 In this way its positive feelings, whose growth
has been inhibited owing to its excessive fear of its Oedipus objects,
can come to the fore and attach themselves to a love-object.

As has been pointed out more than once, the existence of sexual
relations between children in early life, especially between brothers
and sisters, is a very common occurrence. The Ubidinal craving of
small children, intensified as it is by their Oedipus frustrations,
together with the anxiety emanating from their deepest danger-
situations, impel them to indulge in mutual sexual activities, since
these, as I have more particularly tried to show in the present
chapter, not only gratify their libido but enable them to search for
manifold confirmations and refutations of their various fears in
connection with the sexual act. I have repeatedly found that if such
sexual objects have acted in addition as "helping* figures, early
sexual relations of this kind exert a favourable influence upon the
girl's relations to her objects and upon her later sexual development.2
Where an excessive fear of both parents, together with certain
external factors, would have produced an Oedipus situation which
would have prejudiced her attitude towards the opposite sex and
greatly hampered her in the maintenance of her feminine position
and in her ability to love, the fact that she has had sexual relations
with a brother or brother-substitute in early childhood and that
that brother has also shown real affection for her and been her
protector, has provided the basis for a heterosexual position in her
and developed her capacity for love. In some of the cases I have in
mind the girl had had two types of love-object,3 one representing
the stern father and the other the kind brother. In other cases, she
had developed an imago which was a mixture of the two types;
and here, too, her relations to her brother had lessened her
masochism.

In serving as a proof grounded upon reality of the existence of
the 'good' penis, the girl's relations with her brother fortify her
belief in the 'good' introjected penis and moderate her fear of'bad'

1 A pet animal may also play the part of a 'helping* object in the imagina-
tion of children and thus assist in diminishing their anxiety. And so may a doll
or a toy animal, to which they often assign the function of protecting them
while they are asleep.

2 Of. Chapter VII.

3 Each type had become important at different periods of her life. Analysis
showed that whenever her anxiety increased in amount and certain external
factors became operative she was led to choose the more sadistic type of
person or at least to be unable to resist his advances; while, as soon as she had
succeeded in detaching herself from that sadistic object, the other, kindly
type, representing her brother, emerged and she became less masochistic and
was able to choose a satisfactory object.
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